have reported results using a standardised technique for the 131I-triolein fat absorption test. In studying how the presence of diseases other than those involving fat malabsorption affected the results, it was observed that the level of blood radioactivity was below the normal range when malignant disease was present.
. In all except three patients the faecal radioactivity is in the normal range suggesting that depression of the blood radioactivity curve is not due to defective absorption of fat.
Although eight patients in the malignant series had an R.M.C.A. value in the normal range statistical analysis of the difference between the mean of the malignant group and of the normal group gave the significance detailed in Fig. 3 . The experimental data are recorded in Table I. The malignant series was subdivided into (a) carcinomas and (b) other tumours and reticuloses and an analysis similar to that above was carried out, the result being shown in Fig. 4 and 5.
In 11 cases the test was carried out before and after the treatment. 
UK DISCUSSION
The technique used in this study is well known to be of limited utility and the results presented should be interpreted with caution. The significantly lower mean values of blood radioactivity found in the malignant series compared with that of the controls is apparently not due to a defect in absorption of fat. A dynamic state is reflected by the curve of blood radioactivity: it represents the balance between uptake of fat into the blood and its removal therefrom.
More rapid removal in malignant disease could merely be a secondary effect of cachexia analagous to that found in starvation. It could also be caused by preferential utilization by the tumour of freshly absorbed fat or by preferential utilization of triolein either directly or by mobilization.
More elaborate biochemical methods than that used here are necessary to throw further light on the problem but it appears to be well established that, in some species of animals, tumours utilize the fatty acids of the host. Medes, Thomas and Weinhouse (1953) calculated from the results of their experiments that only about 5 per cent of the fat content of tumours could be accounted for by endogenous synthesis. Haven (1940, 1941) has demonstrated the rapid turnover of tumour lecithin, cephalin, and sphingomyelin.
